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SEPTEMBER 6, 2025   

                                        
 
GATHERING MUSIC 

  
Ben Marti 

  
WORDS OF WELCOME  Pastor Scott Kershner 

Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Peter 
   
Welcome to long-time Christians, people from every tradition, and people new to the faith.  
Welcome to all who have never had a church home, want to follow Christ, have doubts, or do not believe.  
Welcome to new visitors and old friends.  
Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and gender identity, 
socio-economic status, ability and challenge.  
Welcome to believers and questioners, and to questioning believers.  
We come from different traditions and backgrounds; this is a place where we embrace all ways of 
worship.  
This is a place where we are welcome to celebrate and sorrow, rejoice and recover.  
This is a place where lives are made new.  
Let everyone who has ever felt cast aside, hurt, or lonely say, “I am welcome here.”  
Let everyone who has experienced joy and beauty say, “I am welcome here.”  
Let everyone who desires to find the goodness of God say, “I am welcome here.”  
Come just as you are.  God promises to meet us here.  
May the amazing grace of Jesus, the extravagant love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

   
OPENING PRAYER  Lead Pastor Amy Jo Bur 

  Centenary United Methodist Church, Mankato 
   
God of all that is good and holy, 
God of all who are lesbian and gay, 
Bisexual and transgender, 
Pansexual and asexual, 
Queer and questioning, 
Intersex and nonbinary, 
Gender expansive and polyamorous, 
 
God of the bold and �ierce, 
And also of those who live with fear, 
 
God of all peoples and all creation, 
 
We are here because you create us in your Queer image. 
You gather us into this sacred space 
And You form us into Your chosen family. 
 
As we turn to worship You, 
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Fill us with Your love and Your grace, 
That we may know we are beloved, 
That when You see us as Your precious creation, 
You are proud. 
 
In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 
HYMN Sing a New World into Being  
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PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION  Pastor Jenna (PJ) Couch 

Lutheran Campus Ministries – Crossroads 
 

READING  Matthew 13:33 Reverend Oby Ballinger 
Founder and Lead Organizer 

Prism 
 
33 He told them another parable:  “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of �lour until all of it was leavened.” 

 
SERMON Queer Leavening Reverend Oby Ballinger 

Founder and Lead Organizer 
Prism  

 
MUSICAL MEDITATION Both Sides Now 

~ Joni Mitchell 
Pastor Neil Ellingson  

First Congregational United Church, Mankato 
Michelle Sedivy 

First Congregational Church, Mankato 
 

GLITTER BLESSING                  Reverend LaDonna Thomas 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Mankato 

    Reverend Jacie Richmond 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Mankato 

Reverend Chris Boehm Carlson 
Holy Communion Episcopal Church, St. Peter 

 
HYMN New Patterns of Loving Last page 

        
ANNOUNCEMENT/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY    Pastor Eric Garner 

First Presbyterian Church, Mankato 
   

 
BENEDICTION  Reverend Brittany Mailleue 

 Christ the King Lutheran Church, Mankato 
 

POSTLUDE  Ben Marti 
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HYMN New Patterns of Loving  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                     


