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CHURCH OFFICE 
 Phone: 507-387-2160 
 Hours: Monday – Thursday 
   9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
   Friday 
   9:00 am – 12 Noon 
 

STAFF 
 Pastor Lindsay Conrad 
 336-260-8219 
 Pastor@fpcmankato.org 
 

 Lynnette Stadtherr, Administrative Assistant 
  administrative@fpcmankato.org 
 Brenda Liebhard-Johnson, Church Accountant 
  finance@fpcmankato.org 
 Bailey DeVetter, Director of Outreach 

                                          & Faith Formation 

  educator@fpcmankato.org 
 Ben Marti, Organist 
  ben.marti333@gmail.com 
 Bridget Hermer, Adult Choir Director 
  bridget.hermer@gmail.com 
 Britt Fleming, Building Manager 
  fleming.britt@gmail.com 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF MANKATO 

 

THE SESSION 
Nancy Zallek, Cathy Davis,  

Rhonda Taylor, Rachel Mueller,  
Terry Kuechle, Bob Madsen,  

Jim Connors, Sally Erdahl  
& Curt Koenen 

 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS 
Jolene Fay, Lisa Schickling, Tom Drake, 

Doug Smithson, Mary Topp,  
Brad Stinocher, Karen Nelson,  

Janet Goff, Genette Carleton, Derek 
Fette, Sol Filfili & Suellen Lloyd 

 

Then he said to his disciples,  
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers  

into his harvest.” 
 

~ Matthew 9:37-38 NRSV 
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Dear Church, 

 
Where has this summer gone? I’m soaking up some of its last days on vacation 
August 7-19. But never fear! I’m putting some fantastic preachers in your lineup while 
I’m off exploring the middle of this wild country with Martin. First up on August 9 is 
my dear friend the Rev. Dr. Dray Bland who will take the virtual pulpit from Philly. On 
August 16, a First Fridays friend, Al Batt, will be leading you in worship virtually. You 
can find out more about these fabulous worship leaders on page 5. I’m grateful for 
their hearts and leadership, and for the gift of rest as summer wanes. 
 
As summer is in its swan song, here are some highlights coming to and 
springing to life in the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church, 
things to mark on your calendars, and opportunities to learn and grow in your 
faith journey: 
 

• This month we welcome new renters! Session approved a rental agreement with Rural Aids Action 
Network (RAAN) that takes effect August 1. They will be using the former back corner youth room and 
former custodial office as they love and serve our community. More on RAAN and their work inside. 

• Our new organ is here! Pastor Lindsay and Ben Marti will commission the new organ in a worship 
service coming up – stay “tuned” to hear the joyful noise coming out of our grand new instrument. 

• We’re finishing off this month with a confirmation celebration! Confirmands and their families will 
gather safely at Messiah Lutheran Church to complete their confirmation journey and officially join the 
church. We’ll live stream the worship service in September, and a confirmation booklet will be making its 
way to your virtual inboxes. 

• NEXT month is the annual Stewardship Drive, and we’re doing a Communicator Takeover! This 
has been a busy, bizarre, exciting year for First Presbyterian Church, and it’s time to celebrate that 
momentum and drive us into planning with our gifts what 2021 will look like.  

 
Let us remember as fall approaches, this next chapter is going to be filled with plenty of challenges, 
unknowns, frustrations, and more. This is the time – more than ever – for the church to be investing and 
excited for the work to which we have been called. So, I leave you with this glance at the work of the church 
through the words of this Franciscan Blessing: 
 
May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, 
half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that we 
may live deep within our hearts. 
 
May God bless us with anger at injustice, 
oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we 
may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
 

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who 
suffer from pain, rejection, hunger, and war, so that 
we may reach out our hands to comfort them and 
turn their pain into joy. 
 
And may God bless us with enough foolishness to 
believe that we can make a difference in this world, 
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done, 
to bring justice and kindness to all our children and 
the poor. 

 
Peace be yours, 

 

 

THE FIRST COMMUNICATOR – AUGUST 2020 
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Fred Lutz   8/04 

Linda Leiding   8/05 

Thai Sartell   8/05 

Wilbur Minkel  8/07 

Erin Oberle   8/07 

Carol Greenwald  8/10 

Claire Attarian  8/11 

Nick DeVetter  8/11 

Janet Goff   8/12 

Libby Guss   8/13 

Dick Lewis   8/13 

Joe Strong   8/15 

Rallah Madison  8/19 

Ginny Danish  8/22 

Leroy Schiller  8/22 

Isabel Carleton  8/23 

Doug Cutler   8/23 

Duane Rader   8/24 

Dena Fischer   8/25 

Paul Bollman   8/26 

Melissa Enter  8/26 

Tom Drake   8/28 

Peter Steiner   8/28 

William Hanson  8/30 

Talay Sartell   8/30 

Dennis Murray  8/31 

 

…added to the library include  
 

If you notice a date is missing 
or incorrect, please contact the 

church office, 507-387-2160. 

 

 
 

BRENDA  
LIEBHARD-JOHNSON 

 

Our new Church Accountant! 
 

 
 

A little bit about Brenda… 
 

“I live in Le Sueur and am married to 
my husband, Mike Johnson. We 
have a total of four boys – Jon, 
Shawn, Kyle, and Tommy. We also 
have two adopted Shih Tzu dogs 
who are very protective, Milo and 
Oscar. In my spare time I provide 
foster care and respite for other 
families. I am active in our church 
and very involved with the Boy 
Scouts – I usually go camping with 
the troop and we host an annual 
lock-in for neighboring troops within 
our council. I enjoy spending time 
with family and friends, walking my 
dogs, swimming, and crocheting.” 
 

Brenda will be in the Church Office 
on Tuesdays from 9:00 – 11:00 am. 
You can also reach her any time by 
phone, 507-387-2160 or by email, 
finance.fpcmankato.org  

 

 
 

 

The outer chain of gold is made 
of individual links of different 
shapes and sizes to symbolize 
how each woman is different. It 
forms a circle of unity, but 
because a chain can also 
mean imprisonment, this chain 
is broken, expressing women 
freed by faith. The three central 
figures inside, with no 
distinctive features, represent 
women of all ages and 
racial/ethnic backgrounds, a 
community of women in Christ. 
As “the forgiven,” these women 
rising from Bible illustrations 
suggest a triangle within a 
circle – Trinity and Unity. 
 

 

Forgiven and freed by God in 
Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, Presbyterian 
Women commit themselves… 
to nurture their faith through 
prayer and Bible study;  to 
support the mission of the 
church worldwide; to work for 
justice and peace; and to work 
to build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that 
strengthens the Presbyterian 
Church USA by witnessing to 
the promise of God’s kingdom. 
 

 

If you would like to learn more 
about PWC and its mission 
here at First Presbyterian 
Church, you can contact Sally 
Coomes, at 507-779-0259 or 
scoom@hickorytech.net.  
 

All are welcome! 
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SPECIAL GUEST STORY HOUR 
During the month of August, you will see SURPRISE SPECIAL GUESTS 
taking over story time on Sunday mornings!  
 

Who could it be? You’ll have to wait and see…  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR WITH RAAN AUGUST 9 
As you already know, the Rural Aids Action Network (RAAN) recently moved their offices into 
a portion of our lower level. Join us on Sunday, August 9 at 11:00 am on ZOOM to welcome 
RAAN, get to know their leaders, and learn more about their organization. SEE BELOW FOR 
THE ZOOM CONNECTION INFORMATION!  

 
 

DRIVE THRU BACKPACK BLESSING AUGUST 23 
We will be hosting a drive-thru Backpack Blessing on Sunday, 
August 23 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm! Students of ALL ages, teachers, 
other school employees, and parents are encouraged to come 
by to receive a special blessing, grab a popsicle, and take home 
some swag featuring our new church logo!   

 
 

TRADITIONAL ZOOM COFFE HOUR AUGUST 23 
Join us for a “traditional” ZOOM Coffee Hour on Sunday, August 23 at 11:00 
am following worship. Check in and see some friendly familiar faces! Remember 
– BYOCD – Bring Your Own Coffee & Donuts! SEE BELOW FOR THE ZOOM 
CONNECTION INFORMATION!  

 
After months of delay, we will be welcoming our confirmands into the 
church in a small outdoor worship service with them and their families at 
the end of August. We will be recording this special service and sharing in 
September! Please keep our eight confirmands in your prayers as they take this 
big step in their faith journey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christian Education News from Bailey  

 
Sunday, August 23 at 11:00 am via ZOOM 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83124072734?pwd=
ZDR5cUdXcEtlTmY4VzE3WEVxL3FGQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 831 2407 2734 
Password: 432281 

 

 
ZOOM COFFEE HOUR with RAAN Staff 

Sunday, August 9 at 11:00 am 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83163734920?pwd
=SzdmbzR6WUtIczB2V1ZMQyt4WHBPdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 831 6373 4920 
Password: 796604 

 

GETTING CREATIVE DURING COVID…Because it is still not safe to gather regularly in person, children 
and youth programming will look a bit different this fall. We are working on developing virtual Sunday School 
programming as well as outdoor, socially distant youth and family events. PARENTS, watch your email 
closely for more details to come VERY soon. And if you aren’t currently receiving our emails, be sure 
to get on our list by emailing administrative@fpcmankato.org 
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Sunday, August 9 ~ Rev. Dr. Dray Bland 
 
Rev. Bland is a native of Haines City, FL, where he spent the 
majority of his fomative years. He received Jesus Christ as 
his personal Savior at the Friendship Baptist Church of 
Dundee, FL. He surrendered to the gospel ministry at an early 
age, was licensed to the gospel ministry in March 1999, and 
was ordained in July of 2007. Dray received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree with a double major in Political Science and 
Religion, as well as a Certificate of Public Administration, at 
Florida State University. He attended seminary at Duke 
University Divinity School where he received a Master of 
Divinity degree and a Certificate in Baptist Studies. Rev. 
Bland also holds a Doctor of Ministry in Church Leadership 
degree from Southern Methodist University (Perkins School 
of Theology) awarded in 2015. 
 
Rev. Bland is Lead Strategist for Cornerstone Church Solutions and has also served as Chaplain for Hospice of 
Philadelphia, PA. Most recently he served as Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church in Burlington, NC. He has 
also served as Executive Pastor at First Institutional Baptist Church of Phoenix, AZ. Dray previously served 4 ½ 
years as the Assistant Minister/Minister of Discipleship at United Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church of 
Winston-Salem, NC. He has filled the role of Youth Pastor and Associate Pastor for congregations in Florida and 
North Carolina. From 2006-2008 Rev. Bland was President of the National Babtist Youth Convention of America. 
 
Currently, Dray serves as one of the youngest members of the General Board of the General Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina, is President of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Alamance County 
and Vicinity Chair of the Board of Directors of AMOS of Alamance – a faith-based human services non-profit. He 
has published numerous articles and essays on the intersection of faith and life with an eye toward issues of 
social justice. He was named Faith Columnist for the Burlington Times News in 2017, becoming the first African-
American named to the post. Rev. Bland is currently working on his first book project focusing on revitalizing 
black churches in the 21st century. He lives by the motto, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Dray is 
married to his wife, Reanne Rochelin, and together they have two children, Dealyn and Devyn. 
 

 

Sunday, August 16 ~ Al Batt 
 
Al Batt of rural Hartland, MN writes newspaper columns 
and does radio shows about nature. He authored the 
book A Life Gone to the Birds. He’s a columnist for Bird 
Watcher’s Digest and Watching Backyard Birds, and 
serves on the board of the American Bald Eagle 
Founation in Alaska. He received the Ed Franey 
Conservation Media Award from the Izaak Walton 
League and the Thomas Sadler Roberts Award from the 
Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union for his contributions to 
birding. Al is a prayerful man who speaks all over the 
world to anyone who will listen. His mother thinks he’s a 
big deal! 
 
 

 

 Guest Preachers This Month! 
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There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight 

from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed 

it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another 

friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she 

mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle 

so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really 

easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially 

since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are 

forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research 

has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books 

in this paragraph. During a recent fundraising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi 

lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 

reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly 

puts it, “The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight.” Those able to find all of them 

will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that 

books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that 

punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really 

well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus. 

There really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.  

 

Here's what you’re looking for (in alphabetical order): 
 

Acts, Amos, Chronicles, Daniel, Esther, Exodus, Genesis, Hebrews, Hosea, James, Job, 

Joel, John, Judges, Kings, Lamentations, Luke, Malachi, Mark, Matthew, Nahum, Numbers, 

Peter, Philemon, Revelation, Romans, Ruth, Samuel, Timothy, Titus 
(Answers in the September Communicator.) 
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WELCOME RURAL AIDS ACTION NETWORK! 
 
First Presbyterian Church offers a warm welcome to a new 
ministry partner renting space in our building – Rural Aids 
Action Network (RAAN). RAAN is a Minnesota Department of 
Health grant-funded nonprofit organization that seeks to prevent 
the spread of HIV by providing a combination of client services, risk 
reduction, advocacy, and awareness in the Greater Mankato area.  
 
 

Their professional staff provides comprehensive harm reduction to clients including: 
 

• safe disposal containers for needles and syringes; 

• HIV and hepatitis testing and linkage to treatment; 

• education about overdose prevention and safe injection practices; 

• referrals to substance use disorder treatment (including medication-assisted treatment); 

• referral to medical, mental health, and social services; 

• tools to prevent HIV, STDs, and viral hepatitis; and 

• sterile needles, syringes, and other injection equipment. 
 
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, communicating the Session’s agreement for this new partnership and 
allowing space for church members to listen, learn, and be heard has proven to be a challenge. However, FPC 
staff and leadership are creative and we have some opportunities to learn and be heard. 
 
Join Bailey and Session members with RAAN staff for a special ZOOM Coffee Hour coming up on 
Sunday, August 9 at 11:00 am. Session members will be there to field questions and share process with church 
members. As always, Session leadership is ready and available to listen and learn from you as they lead us into 
this next chapter. See page 4 for more information!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Lindsay visited Sherry Folsom-
Meek recently. Sherry is doing well and 
asked Lindsay to let everyone know how 
much she loves the church, and how 
very much she misses you all! 
 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE: Session did not meet in July but did review and decide via e-vote that virtual worship 
will continue during the month of August. A determination will continue to be made on a month to month 
basis. A July Session Report will be coming to you soon via eblast in August. Also, the guidelines for small 
group meetings in the building will remain in place. This information is available in the July 
Communicator, on our FPC website fpcmankato.org or by calling the Church Office. 

♥ 
If you would 
like a COVID 
safe driveway 

visit from 
Pastor Lindsay, 
give her a call 
at the church, 
507-387-2160, 

or send an 
email, pastor@ 
fpcmankato.org 

 

If you aren’t 
comfortable 

with a driveway 
visit, just give 
her a call to 

check in – she 
would love to 

hear from you! 
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NEW FPC MEMBERS!  
 

Top Row (L to R): Amy Michel & Eric Watkins, Gwen Michel, Gerrit Warpinski & Abby Michel 
Middle Row (L to R): Janet Schickling, Alex Peterson & Emily Griebel (Lucy & Mylah), Jan Lewis  

Bottom Row (L to R): Alex Mliner & Shelby Geertsema 
 

       

        

 

 


