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CHURCH OFFICE 
 Phone: 507-387-2160 
 Hours: Monday – Thursday 
   9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
   Friday 
   9:00 am – 12 Noon 
 

STAFF 
 Pastor Lindsay Conrad 
 336-260-8219 
 Pastor@fpcmankato.org 
 

 Lynnette Stadtherr, Administrative Assistant 
  administrative@fpcmankato.org 
 Brenda Liebhard-Johnson, Church Accountant 
  finance@fpcmankato.org 
 Bailey DeVetter, Director of Outreach 

                                          & Faith Formation 

  educator@fpcmankato.org 
 Ben Marti, Organist 
  ben.marti333@gmail.com 
 Bridget Hermer, Adult Choir Director 
  bridget.hermer@gmail.com 
 Britt Fleming, Building Manager 
  fleming.britt@gmail.com 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF MANKATO 

 

THE SESSION 
Nancy Zallek, Cathy Davis,  

Rhonda Taylor, Rachel Mueller,  
Terry Kuechle, Bob Madsen,  

Jim Connors, Sally Erdahl  
& Curt Koenen 

 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS 
Jolene Fay, Lisa Schickling, Tom Drake, 

Doug Smithson, Mary Topp,  
Brad Stinocher, Karen Nelson,  

Janet Goff, Genette Carleton, Derek 
Fette, Sol Filfili & Suellen Lloyd 

 

Then he said to his disciples,  
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers  

into his harvest.” 
 

~ Matthew 9:37-38 NRSV 
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Dear Church, 

 
Believe it or not, we are winding down the year 2020…and what a doozy it 
has been!  
 

The church year ends with Christ the King Sunday on November 22. On this 
Sunday, we remember that at our beginning or at our end, or anywhere in between, 
Christ is our Chief and Host and Lord and Love. As soon as the church year ends, 
it begins again on November 29 as we watch and wait for Christ to come – in power 
at the end of days and in the wonder and humility of the Christ Child. Being the 
kind of year it has been, and being the strained season in politics and health and 
in the world as we know it, the end and beginning of the church year reminds 
us and grounds us in our purpose, passion, and mission. Christ is ever before 
us showing the way, ever within us churning our spirits to serve, and ever behind 
us pushing us along to build the kin-dom of God. 
 

While the Session has made the decision to remain virtual for worship and for as many meetings and 
gatherings as we can manage, the good news is that our hearts are exploding in gratitude that in this 
crazy year the church has not stopped – even for a moment – in its mission to be rooted in community 
and growing in love. We are wrapping up our Stewardship Season this month with so much gratitude and 
excitement for the continued and new support given to the church – even in a tough year – and we are continuing 
to look forward with deep hope and conviction for the ways we can continue to BE the church within and without 
the walls of First Presbyterian Church. 
 

SO, read on to hear about all kinds of creative Advent happenings, mission and service opportunities, 
and ways to jump into the ministry of FPC creatively in the coming new church year! 
 

Peace be yours,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE FIRST COMMUNICATOR – NOVEMBER 2020 

 

Thanksgiving Blessing 
 

O God of all good gifts, 
Bless us this season with every reason to be thankful… 

for the ways we can connect and remember 
the gift of family and food and tradition, 
even if it not the same as it always was. 

Grant us this season many moments to say thank you… 
to the people working so we can rest, 

to the ways in which love has been shown to us 
even when we don’t make it easy. 

Charge us in this season with frequent ways to be creative… 
to show our gratitude in thought, word, and deed, 

and to connect online and in person and every little special way. 
O God of all good gifts, remind us this season 

that you are with us when the days are happy and hard, 
and in every moment in between. 

And for all of these gifts you give us, we are grateful. AMEN. 
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Todd Abild   11/1 

Marge Anderson  11/2 

John Thomas  11/6 

Audra Whitington  11/8 

Alexander Mliner          11/12 

Wanda Domeier          11/13 

William Mueller          11/13 

Curt Koenen            11/14 

Jordan Kienholz          11/15 

Ed Lemmerman                11/18 

Carla Chesley                   11/26 

Pam Grems           11/26 

Taylor Kuechle          11/28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you notice a date is missing  
or incorrect, please contact  

the church office, 507-387-2160. 

 

 
 

2020 
 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
this year our Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner will look a 
little bit different.  
 

A boxed Thanksgiving meal will be 
served to Connections Shelter 
guests and delivered to Theresa 
House and Welcome Inn guests by 
Connections Shelter staff and First 
Presbyterian volunteers.  
 

If you wish to assist in this safe and 
socially distanced plan, please 
contact Bailey DeVetter via email  
at educator@fpcmankato.org or 
call the church office and leave a 
message, 507-387-2160. 
 

 

 
 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 18, at  
9:30 am in the church lower level 
(Fellowship Hall) with socially 
distanced seating, wearing a mask, 
and use of a microphone. Laurie 
Drake will lead the Horizons Bible 
Study lesson #3: Into the Light: 
Women’s Lament. Please eat 
breakfast before you come as food 
may not be consumed during the 
meeting due to COVID protocols. 
Karen Nelson and Norma Thomas 
will provide a professionally bagged 
treat for you to take home. Please 
notify Sally Coomes at 625-9279 or 
scoom5978@gmail.com to RSVP 
or if you would like to tune in via 
ZOOM.  
 

 

We will dedicate the Thank Offering 
during our November meeting. 15 
ministries in the US, plus one in the 
Congo and one in Ethiopia are 
slated to benefit from the 
anticipated total of $331,500. All 
About U Adoptions, Inc. in South 
Dakota is in our Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies, and will receive $50,000. 
Please mail your donation to the 
church office (write Thank Offering 
in the memo line) or bring it to the 
November meeting. 
 

 
 

Library News 
Check this out! 

 

In memory of Sherry Folsom-Meek, 
PW Circle has selected One Hundred 
Daffodils: Finding Beauty, Grace and 
Meaning When Things Fall Apart by 
Rebecca Winn. According to Winn, 
“When women share the truth about life 
and loss, hope is restored.” This book, 
given in Sherry’s memory, is available 
for you to check out now! 

 
 

 
 

HOLIDAY BUNDLES 
PROGRAM 

 

The holidays can be a tough time for 
those facing homelessness. Currently 1 
in 4 people are severely cost burdened in 
the Greater Mankato Area making them 
extremely vulnerable to seeking out 
emergency shelter or becoming homeless. 
In 2017, 1,015 individuals sought out 
emergency shelter, and nearly half of those 
were children under the age of 18. 
 

This year Partners for Housing invites 
you to participate in our Holiday Bundles 
Program. You can assemble a bundle of 
items yourself (from a list we provide) or 
work with a group. For more details 
about the program, how it works, and 
how you can participate, please call 507-
387-2115, ext. 4.  THANK YOU! 
 

 
 

In view of current information about the 
pandemic and the potential for an 
increase in the disease during the next 
6-10 weeks, Session has decided 
that our worship service will remain 
virtual through the end of the year. 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (pre-K thru 5th grade) 
We will continue socially distant, in-person Sunday School at 11:30 am in 
the Fellowship Hall (lower level) on the first Sunday of each month. 
Upcoming dates are Sunday, November 1; and Sunday, December 6. 

 

To help children continue to learn and grow in their faith, Bailey will also be holding One-on-Fun sessions 
whenever it works best for families. Please contact her at educator@fpcmankato.org or call the church office 
(507-387-2160) to set up a time for her to read, color, converse, and play with your children!  

 
YOUTH GROUP (grades 6 thru 12) 
We will continue socially distant in-person Youth Group on the second 
Sunday of each month at 11:30 am. Upcoming dates are Sunday November 8 
(meet at the Hickory Street doors of the church); and Sunday December 13 (meet 
in the Fellowship Hall).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Sunday School is starting Sarah Ruble’s video series on race, “Race and 
Christianity in the United States” this month. Join us for these ZOOM presentations 
Sunday mornings at 8:45. To participate (now through December 20) contact April 
Austin at austin6@hickorytech.net 
 

 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR BOOK CLUB 
It isn’t too late to join our “Love Thy Neighbor” Book Club! This is a low-
commitment book club for busy people who want to challenge themselves to 
learn about and work for social justice in their everyday lives. Our first book is 
To Do Justice by Rebecca Todd Peters and Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, and we 
are meeting every other Wednesday on ZOOM at 6 pm. Email Bailey at 
educator@fpcmankato.org if you want to join the fun!  
 

 
“CHURCH MERCH” 
Merchandise like tee shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, face masks, etc., featuring our new church 
logo is still available. Order yours any time at bonfire.com/store/fpcmankato Contact Bailey 
if you have any questions or need help.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christian Education News from Bailey  

EVENING ‘SNACK’ WITH BAILEY 
Bailey is also hosting “Evening SNACK” which stands for “Serving Neighbors And Cultivating Kindness” 
on Wednesday evenings on ZOOM with youth. During these brief ZOOM sessions, youth enjoy a snack of 
their choice while discussing highs and lows for the week, setting goals for showing kindness to others and 
themselves, and centering themselves with prayer and devotion.  
 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE – Send us your ornaments! 
This year we are decorating the sanctuary Christmas tree a little differently 
by covering it with ornaments representing our members and their families. 
If you mail us or drop off an ornament, we will be sure to feature it on our 
Community Christmas Tree. (Just don’t forget to include your name with it!) 
Questions? Contact Bailey, educator@fpcmankato.org 
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ONLINE via ZOOM 
Friday, November 6 ~ 12 Noon 
 

“Why Christians Should Care About 
Climate Change” with Mark Seeley 
 

The measurement data collected by the State 
Climatology Office clearly shows that climate 
change is occurring in Minnesota at an alarming 
rate. The evidence mounts each year that these 
changes are having consequences on both our 
natural resources and our societal infrastructure. 
 

Join University of Minnesota climatologist and 
meteorologist, Mark Seeley, for this discussion on 
how to respond to this crisis and what we should 
do to preserve Minnesota for future generations. 
 

Zoom Meeting ID:  862 3769 8237 
Passcode:  195023 
 

 
 

 
ADVENT WORKSHOP ~ COFFEE HOUR 

 

We’re getting creative again – this time for Advent! 
 

In place of our traditional in-person Advent 
Workshop, you can stop by the church during 
regular office hours in November to pick up a kit to 
make your own mini Advent wreath including five 
miniature candles you can light at home as you 
watch our virtual worship services! We hope this 
brings the warmth of church into your home. 
Questions? Contact Bailey! 
 

To kick off the season, we will also be hosting a 
special ADVENT COFFEE HOUR on ZOOM on 
Sunday, November 29 at 11:30 am. BYO coffee! 
To join, watch your email for the link or use this 
passcode information: 
 

ZOOM Meeting ID:  870 4561 6142 
Passcode:  499236 

 
 
 
 

 

As the cold weather season approaches many local families 
are faced with the financial difficulty of paying their energy 
bills. MVAC Energy Assistance Program has funds 
available to provide income-eligible homeowners help paying 
their monthly energy bills, making furnace repairs, or even 
replacing their furnace. They can also help in crisis situations 
with disconnect notices or when homeowners are almost out 
of heating fuel. Call 507-345-6822 or 800-767-7139, or go to 
their web site, mnvac.org for more information. Please 
note, MVAC offices are currently closed to the public. 
 

An Advent Message from Pastor Lindsay… 
 

This Advent we are going to dig into some of the favorite 
hymns we sing as we are preparing for the coming of the 
Christ Child. Join me and Guest Preacher Sarah Ruble for this 
special Advent Series “The Faith We Sing.” 
 

Sunday, November 29: Canticle of the Turning 
Sunday, December 6: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Sunday, December 13: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Sunday, December 20: Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 

How to Care for Yourself as You Care for Others: 
Tips & Tricks 

Friday, November 13 at 2 pm via ZOOM 
Presented by VINE 

& Mayo Clinic Hospice Team Members 
 

Join a cast of characters from Mayo Clinic Health System as 
they lead you through some simple ways to care for yourself 
while you are caring for others. ZOOM in for an informative, 
fun-filled, light-hearted presentation about a very serious 
subject. Please call Mike at VINE at 507-386-5576 to 
register by November 11. We’ll email the ZOOM link to 
you prior to the event. 
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Highlights from the October 20, 2020 Session Meeting 
 

• Request from the Deacons to solicit funds for the Deacons Fund was approved for December.  
• Properties Committee requested approval for replacement of one of the heat pumps and to repair 

the kitchen ceiling. Funds are available; approved. 
• PW Circle requested permission/approval to meet in the lower level for their monthly meeting 

November 18, 2020 with FPC COVID guidelines strictly followed including no food; approved. 
• Conflict of Interest form. Approved; Session members, and Endowment and Properties Committee 

members, will be asked to fill out and sign a form starting in 2021. 
• Stewardship update. 75 stewardship pledges have been received as of the Soul Food & 

Stewardship event. A follow-up letter is being prepared to send to people who have not yet pledged. 
• Clerk of Session duties description for Lynnette and Session member liaison. Job descriptions 

for each reviewed and approved to start in 2021. New officers will be trained in mid-November. 

• Pastor Lindsay shared updates from Presbytery. Presbytery celebrates what has been 
accomplished and all the good news coming out of the walls and spirits and hearts here at FPC 
Mankato. They also had suggestions for continued growth and clarity of mission: 
 

► Regularly update the administrative manual. Our goal is to have this ready for the Annual 
Congregational Meeting scheduled for January 24, 2021. 

► Make sure the endowment documents are up-to-date and reflect the mission of the church. A 
task force including N. Zallek, R. Stolp, J. Connors, and A. McGinness was formed to propose 
edits/updates to the current documents and report back to Session. 

► Term limits need to be reviewed and updated. Each committee will be asked to evaluate their 
needs. 

► Annual financial review – this was not completed in 2019. A motion was made and passed to 
create a task force including outside input. A written agreement will be made to include a 
determined stipend amount for outside assistance as part of the task force at the next meeting.  
 

• Presbytery request for FPC Mankato to host Presbytery meeting. Scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 17, 2021; approved with arrangements pending. 

• Designating remainder of Higginbotham funds. After much discussion, it was approved to place 
the remainder of this undesignated bequest in the General Fund. The distribution of the monies will 
be decided in 2021. A vote was taken: 6 – yes and 2 – no; motion passed. 

• Joint antiracist statement being prepared by local clergy and faith leaders. Pastor Lindsay 
helped write the statement. The goal is for faith leaders to sign on and then take action together. 
Approval sought for FPC to support this effort. Statement presented and a vote was taken: 7 – 
approved and 1 – abstained. (Statement included in this newsletter on page 7.) 

• Changes for 2020 Christmas Eve Service. Members will be needed to volunteer as liturgists, 
musicians, etc., while being socially distant. Poinsettias will be available to order “in memory of” or 
“in honor of” again this year to decorate the sanctuary; afterwards, they will be donated/delivered to 
selected members and shut-in’s. 

 

If you would like to review the meeting minutes in their entirety, please contact Lynnette in the office, 507-387-2160 or 
administrative@fpcmankato.org  

 

 
Attention All Snowbirds! 

Don’t forget to let us know if you are heading 
south for the winter! Please call the church 
office to update your mailing address!   

 

PLEASE NOTE… 
 

The office will be closed on the 
following dates: 
 

Friday, November 6 
Wednesday, November 25 
Thursday, November 26 

Friday, November 27 
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A Walk in Their Shoes 
Saturday, November 7 ~ 10 am 
Hosted by Connections Ministry 
 

Brave the chilly November weather like those experiencing 
homelessness, and learn about the places and programs they frequent 
in downtown Mankato. The walk begins here at FPC and includes stops 
at Centenary United Methodist Church where Holy Grounds breakfast 
ministry happens, the Blue Earth County Library, and the Salvation Army. 
Educational speakers will be at each location, and snacks and beverages 
will be provided. Sign up here to join us: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-
walk-in-their-shoes-tickets-126100719647 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Lindsay has been working with a group of local faith leaders in Mankato responding, as we agreed upon 
as a congregation when we signed on to be a Matthew 25 Church with PCUSA, to do the work in partnership to 
dismantle systemic racism in our community. The Mankato faith leaders have come up with a statement that will 
be released shortly, and the Session signed on for FPC to fully participate in their statement: 
 

In the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., “We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly… Anyone who lives inside the United States can never be 
considered an outsider anywhere within its bounds.” True love is demonstrated in the love of all our neighbors, just as the 
God of all humanity has loved us. Systems of oppression, white supremacy and racism go against the interdependency 
that naturally binds us together. Because of our highest calling of love for our neighbors as for ourselves, we cannot rest 
until all our neighbors of all skin colors can feel the same love and care as all human beings across the spectrum of 
politics, criminal justice, employment, health care, education, religion, and day to day interactions in the world. 
 

This statement will be shared in the local paper followed by a specific call to action, so stay tuned for the ways 
you can participate in the dismantling of systemic racism and work towards God’s insistence of the value, 
purpose, and dignity of all walks of life and colors of skin here in Mankato. If you’re interested in getting more 
deeply involved, let Pastor Lindsay know! 

2020 Christmas Poinsettia Order Form (detach to submit) 
 

You may choose either a RED plant in the traditional single size for $15.00 or the double size for $30.00. Please 
return this order form (by mail or drop it off at the church office) with your check made payable to First Presbyterian 
Church (adding “poinsettia” on the memo line).    
 

Single $15   Double $30       DEADLINE TO ORDER:  

Red: Qty.  ______  Red: Qty.  ______      November 22, 2020 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________ 

In Memory/Honor of:  __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Just like everything else this year, we need to be creative with our Advent tradition of poinsettias. This 
year, due to COVID-19, flowers and suppliers are limited, so a pre-order had to be placed before we could even 
get the news out. That said, poinsettias are still coming to brighten our Advent worship space, and we are still 
making a list of all your loved ones for whom you’d like to purchase a poinsettia. You can still order a poinsettia in 
memory or in honor of your loved one. Plants will be donated to local rehab facilities (Becky’s Flowers will deliver 
for us) UNLESS you let us know that you would like to pick yours up at church. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-walk-in-their-shoes-tickets-126100719647
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-walk-in-their-shoes-tickets-126100719647
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Have you sent in your pledge card yet? 
A Friendly Reminder from Session… 
 

Every little bit helps to make the life-giving ministry of First Presbyterian 
Church possible, and we so appreciate your prayerful consideration to 
contribute to our ministry in the coming year. If you’ve already sent your 
pledge in – THANK YOU! You’ll be receiving an acknowledgement letter closer 
to the end of the year. If you haven’t yet, you can still mail in your card, or call 
Pastor Lindsay and schedule some time to catch up (she loves an excuse to 
see you!), or drop your pledge off at the church office. THANK YOU for being 
a part of what makes First Presbyterian Church so special, and we look 
forward to hearing from you soon!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a new sign outside 
and it looks terrific! 

 

With thanks to Rick Sartell and the 
Communications Committee 
(Joyce Prahm, Judy Arzdorf, 
Rachel Mueller & Rick Sartell) our 
church sign on the Broad Street 
side of our building has been 
updated with our new logo. Keep 
watching for more updates in more 
places in the weeks ahead!  
 
 

 

 

 
 

This “Holy Pumpkin” anonymously 
appeared at our doorstep on All Hallows 
Eve! We have so many creative FPC 
members…who could the sculptor be? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are an old church with a new 
vision. Our love for you is bigger 

and bolder than it’s ever been!  
You are safe here,  

and you are loved here,  
whoever you are. 

 

~ Pastor Lindsay, FPC Facebook Post  

 


