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CHURCH OFFICE 
 Phone: 507-387-2160 
 Hours: Monday – Thursday 
   9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
   Friday 
   9:00 am – 12 Noon 
 

STAFF 
 Pastor Lindsay Conrad 
 336-260-8219 
 Pastor@fpcmankato.org 
 

 Lynnette Stadtherr, Administrative Assistant 
  administrative@fpcmankato.org 
 Brenda Liebhard-Johnson, Church Accountant 
  finance@fpcmankato.org 
 Bailey DeVetter, Director of Outreach 

                                          & Faith Formation 

  educator@fpcmankato.org 
 Ben Marti, Organist 
  ben.marti333@gmail.com 
 Bridget Hermer, Adult Choir Director 
  bridget.hermer@gmail.com 
 Britt Fleming, Building Manager 
  fleming.britt@gmail.com 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF MANKATO 

 

THE SESSION 
Nancy Zallek, Cathy Davis,  

Rhonda Taylor, Rachel Mueller,  
Terry Kuechle, Bob Madsen,  

Jim Connors, Sally Erdahl  
& Curt Koenen 

 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS 
Jolene Fay, Lisa Schickling, Tom Drake, 

Doug Smithson, Mary Topp,  
Brad Stinocher, Karen Nelson,  

Janet Goff, Genette Carleton, Derek 
Fette, Sol Filfili & Suellen Lloyd 

 

Then he said to his disciples,  
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers  

into his harvest.” 
 

~ Matthew 9:37-38 NRSV 
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Dear Church, 

 
Welcome to October! I hope you are relishing the fall colors before they freeze 
off the trees. If it isn’t the trees that bring you the news, then it’s the nip in the air 
– change is upon us again. It is the only constant that we will know in our lifetimes, 
and when we welcome it, good things can come to us! 
 

For example, change is coming to our church as we say THANK YOU to the 
Elders and Deacons who have faithfully served these past three years and 
say BLESS YOU to the ones who have agreed to fill their shoes. Inside this 
issue of the Communicator, you will find a ballot with the names of folks who have 
been nominated to answer the call of DEACON and ELDER. (See below for the 
definition of both of those roles.) Your Nominating Committee (thanks April, Dean, 
Janet, Cathy, and Norb) asks that you fill out this ballot and bring it with you to 
the Congregational Meeting/Soul Food & Stewardship Drive-Thru on Sunday, 
October 11, between 4 – 6 pm. You can vote for THREE Elders and FOUR 
Deacons, and there is also a place for write-in’s, if you have asked permission, 
they have said ‘yes,’ and the spirit so moves you. 
 

And speaking of change, don’t forget to count yours and make your pledge to church! Bring that pledge 
card with you SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 from 4 – 6 pm to our Soul Food & Stewardship Drive- 
Thru/Congregational Meeting. We’ll even jazz it up with our very own Ben Marti (weather permitting)! 
Mask up and mark your calendar! We can’t wait to see your faces! 
 

There’s lots more going on inside – so read on to learn about the Sermon Series for October, Peace & Global 
Witness Offering, Christian Education news and so much more!  
 

Peace be yours,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE FIRST COMMUNICATOR – OCTOBER 2020 

 

What is a Deacon? 
 

Deacons are the caring ministry and 
mission leadership of the church. 
They are called into partnership with 
the pastor to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. Deacons visit with folks in the 
church who cannot be involved in the 
regular rhythm of the church, deliver 
flowers, serve communion, and are 
also involved in the mission of the 
church to feed the hungry. Currently 
they serve a noon meal quarterly at 
the Salvation Army. Deacons oversee 
special funds in the church that help 
people in crisis or at risk and work to 
spread the love and justice of Jesus. 
They meet once a month to check in 
and continue their faithful service as 
the mission of God in the church and 
the world. 
 

 
 

Stewardship & Soul Food 
Drive-Thru 

Sunday, October 11 
4 – 6 pm 

Church Parking Lot 
 

Bring your ballot, your pledge 
card, and your appetite! Music by 
Ben Marti & Friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is an Elder? 
 

Elders are members of the church 
who are called into partnership with 
the pastor. They are the leadership of 
the church and do the governance, 
spiritual discernment, and discipline 
of the church. Elders make promises 
to lead the church alongside the 
pastor with energy, imagination, 
intelligence and love. As an Elder, 
one is involved in a team or teams of 
the church, serves communion, 
assists with counting the offering, and 
steps in to help lead and guide the 
church where help is needed and gifts 
can be shared. Elders meet once a 
month to take care of the business of 
the church and together are known as 
the “Session.” 
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Judy Koenen   10/1 

Bailey DeVetter  10/2 

Laurie Drake   10/2 

Nyeleap Dojiok  10/6 

Cole Hanson   10/6 

David Stinocher  10/7 

Mary Otto   10/9 

Wyatt Simon           10/10 

Katie Fahey           10/14 

Rick Kramlinger                10/15 

Austin Welling                   10/15 

Naomi Lopez           10/16 

Scott Stoltzman          10/19 

Paige Attarian          10/21 

Jordyn Vihstadt          10/22 

Mark Zallek                       10/22 

Madeline Mueller          10/25 

Jolene Fay                        10/28 

Henry Finnern          10/30 

Randy Turbes                   10/30 

Roberta Jensen          10/31 

Rachel Mueller          10/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

If you notice a date is missing  
or incorrect, please contact  

the church office, 507-387-2160. 

 

 
 

NEW LIBRARY BOOKS! 
 

In memory of Dolores Warren PW 
Circle has selected A Pilgrimage to 
Eternity: From Canterbury to Rome in 
Search of a Faith by Timothy Egan to 
add to the church library in her name. 
“Moved by his mother’s death and his 
Irish Catholic family’s complicated 
history with the church,” Timothy 
Eagan “provides a deeply 
researched, captivating journey 
through the rich history of Christianity 
to force a reckoning with his own 
beliefs.” 
 
In memory of Lenore Fonda PW 
Circle has selected The Pull of the 
Stars by Emma Donoghue to add to 
the church library in her name. Flu 
pandemic related, this book narrated 
by a nurse, was chosen to honor 
Lenore’s nursing career. 
 
New library additions also include 
Little Faith by Nickolas Butler – a 
Wisconsin family grapples with the 
power and limitations of faith when 
one of their own falls under the 
influence of a radical church – 
donated by Laurie Drake; Hidden 
Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an 
American Family by Robert Kolker – 
the heartrending story of a 
midcentury American family with 12 
children, six of them diagnosed with 
schizophrenia that became science’s 
great hope in the quest to understand 
the disease – donated by Peter 
Steiner; and In Search of Susanna by 
Suzanne Bunkers, MSU faculty 
member, whose fascinating ancestry 
search took her to Luxembourg. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Our October meeting will be on 
Wednesday, October 21 at 9:30 am 
at Laurie Drake’s home, 23 
Summer Hill Road. Sally Coomes 
will lead the Horizons Bible Study 
lesson #2: Into the Light: Lamenting 
Together. She will also provide 
professionally prepared and 
packaged refreshments. Please 
remember to wear a mask upon 
arrival. Please notify Sally at 625-
9279 or scoom@hickorytech.net if 
you wish to add your name to the list 
of attendees. This will help us plan. 
 

 

PWC welcomes your donations to 
the Thank Offering which will 
benefit 15 ministries in the US, plus 
one in the Congo and one in 
Ethiopia, a planned total of 
$331,500. All About Adoptions, Inc. 
in South Dakota is in our Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies and will receive 
$50,000. Please mail your 
donations to the church office or 
bring them to the October meeting.  
 

About the Thank Offering… 
 

In 1888, Eliza Clokey of Springfield, 
OH urged each woman to give $1 
over and above her usual 
contribution to the Women’s 
General Missionary Society of the 
United Presbyterian Church of 
North America as a “thank offering 
to her Lord.” Women responded 
and the Thank Offering was born. 
Women gave sacrificially and were 
credited with saving the worldwide 
missionary movement of the church  
at that time. Since 1988 PW has 
granted more than $26 million to 
nearly 1,700 different projects 
worldwide.  

October is Fair Trade Month! It’s a great time to spread the word about who and where 
our products come from. This means putting the spotlight on challenges like child labor in 
cocoa and slavery in seafood, and also celebrating the farms, factories, brands, and 
retailers that are doing things differently! Fair Trade invites us to ask questions about our 
products and to think about where (and who) they came from. It encourages us to be more 
conscious about the votes we cast with our dollars every time we shop. It helps us be a little 
more human, and a little more aware of the world we want to leave behind for the 
generations to follow. Happy Fair Trade Month – and don’t forget to Be Fair! 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (pre-K thru 5th grade) 
Just like the rest of the world, Children’s Sunday School will look a bit different this year! In 
order to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible, the Christian Growth & Development 
Committee and Session have decided we will only host socially distant, in-person Sunday 
School at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall (lower level) on the first Sunday of each month 
beginning this month. Bailey will provide take-home materials to families during these 
sessions to be used for learning about our faith at home, as well. 
 
We will take all the necessary precautions and follow Session-approved protocols to ensure the safety of our 
students and families during the in-person classes (which will also be streamed live!). PARENTS, keep an eye 
on your email for details, any changes, and ways to keep connected to community and faith development. 

 
YOUTH GROUP (grades 6 thru 12) 
For the health and safety of our students and families, we are hosting socially distant in-
person Youth Group activities on the second Sunday of each month at 11:30 am. Just like 
Sunday School as described above, we will be following all necessary protocols during these 
events. PARENTS, continue checking your email for details. And be sure to mark your 
calendars for the following in-person Youth Group dates: Sunday, October 11; Sunday, 
November 8; and Sunday, December 13. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR BOOK CLUB 
It isn’t too late to join our “Love Thy Neighbor” Book Club! This is a low-
commitment book club for busy people who want to challenge themselves to 
learn about and work for social justice in their everyday lives. Our first book is 
To Do Justice by Rebecca Todd Peters and Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, and we 
are meeting every other Wednesday on ZOOM at 6 pm. Email Bailey at 
educator@fpcmankato.org if you want to join the fun!  
 

 
“CHURCH MERCH” 
Merchandise like tee shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, face masks, etc., featuring our new church 
logo is still available. Order yours any time at bonfire.com/store/fpcmankato Contact Bailey 
if you have any questions or need help. 
 

 
DRIVEWAY VISITS 
Lindsay and Bailey are continuing to visit members (or potential new members!) from 
a safe distance on driveways, decks, etc. If you want one or both of them to stop by 
sometime before the weather shifts, be sure to email Bailey at 
educator@fpcmankato.org to make arrangements!  
 
 

 

Christian Education News from Bailey  

EVENING ‘SNACK’ WITH BAILEY 
Bailey is also hosting “Evening SNACK” which stands for “Serving Neighbors And Cultivating Kindness” 
on Wednesday evenings on ZOOM with youth. During these brief ZOOM sessions, youth enjoy a snack of 
their choice while discussing highs and lows for the week, setting goals for showing kindness to others and 
themselves, and centering themselves with prayer and devotion.  
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JESUS FOR PRESIDENT 
 

Pastor Lindsay invites you into a sermon 
series during the month of October that 
acknowledges the political nature of Jesus.  
 

For a long time, churches have avoided “politics” 
hoping to keep mild company. However, it is 
critical to remember that our social witness as the 
Church is tied directly to the life and witness of 
Jesus who was such a religious and political threat 
that he was murdered! So, partisanship aside, we 
consider together over these next four Sundays 
what Jesus’ platform would be if he were running 
for president, spoken through the very words of 
scripture. After worship each October Sunday 
at 11 am, Pastor Lindsay will be holding a 
ZOOM talk-back to further explore the scripture 
presented and the questions that bubble up in your 
heart. 
 

ZOOM Meeting Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83456048874?pwd=
RIFvQnkrYXFrMmlvcjZnL3d3TUFXQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 834 5604 8874 
 

Password: 526931 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Together We are Building  
God’s Household of Peace 

 

By giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we 
work to share Christ’s peace with one another, 
beyond our doors, beyond our community and across 
boundaries. Together we are building God’s house 
where everyone is welcome; where all can find 
compassion, peace, and justice. 25% of this offering 
stays with our congregation to support peacemaking 
and reconciliation in our own community; 25% goes 
to our mid council, joining other congregations in our 
area to support peacemaking work regionally; and 
50% supports the work for peace and reconciliation 
being done by Presbyterians across the globe. You 
can give by mailing a check to church with Peace 
& Global Witness written in the memo line, or 
online at http://pcusa.org/peace-global 

 

 

 
 

GHOSTBUSTER? 
FIRE FIGHTER? 

NO! 
IT’S LINDSAY WITH OUR 

NEW SANITIZING FOGGER! 
 

With sincere thanks to some 
generous Session members, we 
recently purchased our own 
sanitizing fogger to help keep 
our building COVID clean.  

 
ADULT DAY SERVICES 

 
National Adult Day Services 
Week was recognized September 
20-26. Call VINE Faith in Action if 
you are interested in learning 
about its innovative program for 
those with progressive illnesses. 
Adult day programs can reduce 
social isolation and provide a 
needed break for caregivers. Call 
Mary W. at 507-386-5577 for 
more information. 
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Highlights from the September 15, 2020 Session Meeting 
 

• Endowment Committee along with Session members will be interviewing five financial management 
groups via video conferencing to determine the best and most cost-effective group to oversee our 
endowment funds. 

• Worship Committee proposed, and Session approved, the purchase of special masks for choir 
singers in order for them to participate in live-stream worship. Up to four singers will be a part of the 
service at a time. 

• Voting by ballot for four Deacons and three Elders will take place Sunday, October 11, which 
is also Stewardship Sunday. Ballots will be included in the October Communicator and church 
members are being asked to drop off their ballot along with their pledge card from 4 – 6 pm that 
Sunday. Staff and Session members will be there to collect the ballots and pledges. There will also 
be a food truck in our parking lot for people to purchase take-out meals.  

• The Clerk of Session’s term will expire at the end of 2020. Beginning in 2021, most of the clerk’s 
administrative tasks will be completed by Lynnette overseen by an assigned Session advisor.  

• Pastor Lindsay reviewed our current COVID-19 protocols. Session approved increasing the 
allowed meeting time for committees to 90 minutes with all other guidelines remaining the same. 
Bailey provided additional COVID policy documents for Adult Sunday School, Sunday School, and 
Youth Group which were also approved. (These three groups will have in-person sessions once per 
month.) All of the guidelines are based on CDC recommendations for Communities of Faith. 

• The purchase of COVID-19 cleaning fogger equipment to sanitize the church as needed was 
proposed and approved. The cost was generously covered by two Session members. 

• Personnel Committee has completed annual staff reviews. 
 

If you would like to review the meeting minutes in their entirety, please contact Lynnette in the office, 507-387-2160 or 
administrative@fpcmankato.org  

 

 

2021 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BALLOT 
 
Deacon:  (choose four) 

_____  Britt Fleming               Write in: 

_____  Marilyn Hanson                   _______________________ 

_____  Hannelore Leipold               _______________________ 

_____  Gwen Michel 

 
Elder:  (choose three) 
_____  Garry Fay                          Write in: 

_____  Dick Lewis                           _______________________ 

_____  Kelly Vihstadt                      _______________________ 

 

Nominating Committee at Large Members: April Austin, Jolene Fay, & Dean Otto 

 

VOTING 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Please cut out the ballot at 
right. Vote for four (4) Deacons 
and three (3) Elders to serve as 
the Class of 2023. You may 
also write in a candidate, but if 
you choose to do so, you must 
have the person’s permission!  
 

Bring your ballot to the Soul 
Food & Stewardship Drive-
Thru event on Sunday, 
October 11 from 4 – 6 pm. 
You can also drop your ballot 
off BEFORE October 11 at the 
church. We will have extra 
ballots available on the 11th 
too! 

 
 
 

 


