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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF MANKATO
THE SESSION
Nancy Zallek, Cathy Davis,
Rhonda Taylor, Rachel Mueller,
Terry Kuechle, Bob Madsen,
Jim Connors, Sally Erdahl
& Curt Koenen
THE BOARD OF DEACONS
Jolene Fay, Lisa Schickling, Tom Drake,
Doug Smithson, Mary Topp,
Brad Stinocher, Karen Nelson,
Janet Goff, Genette Carleton, Derek
Fette, Sol Filfili & Suellen Lloyd
Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest.”
~ Matthew 9:37-38 NRSV
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THE FIRST COMMUNICATOR – JULY 2020
Dear Church,
With summer in full swing, my phone conversations with my Mom have started
to comically end with her saying, “Watch out for your state bird!”. She knows
how mosquitoes have always gravitated toward me, and here in Minnesota is no
exception! I regularly smell like bug spray and sunscreen, and even
still find myself thanking God every day that comes that allows me
to get outside and enjoy the sunshine. There are lots of reasons to
get grumpy in this season of unrest, contagions, and isolation, but
we hear the charge from Paul’s first letter to the church in
Thessalonica, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
So I wonder in this summer season – for what are you grateful?
I hope you take some time to read through the latest here at FPC and find moments to express gratitude for
those participating in the work, finding ways to engage online and otherwise in the ways we are loving our
neighbor, and are praying fervently for all those of our community and beyond who need to know God’s love and
care during this time.
And – just in case you are wondering – I am SO grateful for each and every one of you and the gift of
being on this faith journey together.
Peace be yours, dear ones,

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful.”
Colossians 3:15 (NRSV)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OUR NEW LOGO IS HERE!
THANKS ROBERTA JENSEN &
THE COMMUNICATIONS TEAM!
Since our working brunch at the beginning of the year, the
Communications Team has been working hard with our
very own Roberta Jensen to develop a logo and mission
statement. They have taken all the words you have shared
from your heart about who this church is, what we do, and who
we aim to be. With great gratitude for the work of the
Communications Team, at their June meeting the Session
adopted this mission statement and logo (at left). Stay tuned
for more rollout of our new logo – what it means, how we’re
revamping, and SWAG!
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Mickey Corcoran

7/01

Trenton Enter

7/01

Larissa Fette

7/01

Alex Peterson

7/01

Cassi Wanous

7/01

Muriel Schoon

7/02

Clint Grunzke

7/03

Audrey Waknitz

7/03

Pat Ashling

7/09

Dennis Fredericksen

7/11

Judy Arzdorf

7/13

Mona Johnson

7/15

Marcia Chalgren

7/17

Bob Madsen

7/19

Jim Attarian

7/21

Peggy Fleming

7/23

Sherry Folsom-Meek

7/25

Jim Rochovitz

7/25

Jeanne Steiner

7/25

Nancy Sullivan

7/25

Mary Topp

7/26

Connections Ministry officially
began their lease on Monday,
June 1, and they are slowly
starting to move into the top floor
of our building. Of course, this
wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t
for the MANY VOLUNTEERS who
stepped up to clean, reorganize,
and clear out our building.
THANK YOU to ALL those who
dedicated their time and effort
during the past few months!

Thank you to all who have
contributed to the PWC
Birthday Offering. To date
we have received $288.
Contributions continue to be
accepted by PWC Treasurer
Margery Anderson or by the
church office. The Prayer of
Dedication below highlights
the grateful recipients:
God,
you have emboldened us to
find your presence throughout
your creation.
We hear your voice in an
elevator in GAP Ministries of
Atlanta as voices join to ease
pain and provide resources
urgently needed. We see your
hands in the Center for Social
Assistance
in
Russia,
relieving pain and finding play
for disabled persons who have
been too long ignored.
We recognize your face in the
Northside Healing Space in
Minneapolis as it looks
forward with expectation in a
neighborhood that has been
told there is no hope. We feel
your love at Community
Presbyterian Child Learning
Center in Arizona where the
laughter of children is met with
the relief of tired parents.

If you notice a date is missing
or incorrect, please contact the
church office, 507-387-2160.
Thank you!

We are in hiatus for the months of
July and August but watch for
more interesting and engaging
programming to start again in
September!

We give so that we may
celebrate these gifts of your
creation and those who do your
work in the world. May this
offering be but a small part of
the generosity and hope you
have stirred in our hearts.
Amen.
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…added to the library include:
The Diary of a Bookseller (soon to be a major TV series in the UK) introduces
us to the often-humorous joys and frustrations of author, Shaun Bythell, owner
of a second-hand bookstore in Scotland. Top-selling White Fragility: Why It’s
So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism by Robin D’Angelo and
award-winning White Rage: the Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide by
Carol Anderson are books recommended by Bukata Hayes in his recent First
Fridays online Juneteenth presentation (3.8K viewers so far!).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Special Note from Ariana Lopez ~
“Dear Mary (Topp) & all the Deacons,
Thank you so much for the well wishes and generous gift. I’m so grateful for
your continued support as I embark on this new and exciting chapter in my life.
FPC will always have a special place in my heart. All my best, Ariana…”
(Recently the Deacons sent congratulations and a gift card to each of our FPC College
Graduates. If you would like to contact Ariana as she begins the next stage of her
graduate studies, please call the church office and we’d be happy to share her address
with you.)

Christian Education News from Bailey
COMPASSION CAMP
Compassion Camp is underway! We are so excited to utilize this
entirely virtual and intergenerational summer program to shake up our
worship and learn about how to be compassionate towards others, the
world, and ourselves. All ages are invited to join us on Facebook
Live every Sunday at 10:00 am July 5 through August 2! (No
registration necessary!) Keep an eye on your email for supplementary
materials.
DRIVE-THRU SUNDAY SUNDAE SOCIAL
Bailey and Lindsay will be hosting a drive-thru Sunday Sundae Social for all ages on
Sunday, July 12 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm in the church parking lot! Drive by to pick up a
free ice cream treat, take a picture by “God’s Doors,” and say hi from a safe distance!
CONFIRMATION
After months of delay, we will be welcoming our confirmands into the church in a private
ceremony at the end of August. We will be recording this special service and sharing it in
September! Please keep our eight confirmands in your prayers as they take this big step in their
faith journey.
GETTING CREATIVE
Unfortunately, so much is still unknown about our future and the possibility of
gathering regularly in-person. Because of this, we are working hard to think and plan
creatively as we prepare for fall programming! Be sure to watch your email closely to get the
most up-to-date information. And if you aren’t currently receiving our emails, be sure to
get on our list by emailing administrative@fpcmankato.org
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Just like we learned at First Fridays, the Greater Mankato
Diversity Council hosted another celebration of
Juneteenth, and the church showed up to march, to
support, and to learn from our neighbors how to make a
move loving community.

WELCOME OUR SUMMER INTERN, ELIZABETH PROUTY!
“Hello! My name is Elizabeth Prouty and I’m a senior at Minnesota State
University Mankato studying special education. This summer I look
forward to working with FPC by helping with Compassion Camp, learning
about the church and its history, and doing other projects with Pastor
Lindsay and Bailey. I’m excited to be more involved and to see how God
is working here!”
We are excited to have your join us this summer too, Elizabeth!
Watch for her out and about helping make all of our FPC
fun summer happenings, happen!

The work of the church continues during this time, and a
virus cannot even stop us! Make sure you are mailing in
your pledge, in gratitude for all we have and all we are, by
God's grace. You can also go to our webpage at
https://www.fpcmankato.org/ to make an easy and secure
online donation. Special gifts are ALWAYS welcome – it's
how we continue to love and serve our people and neighbors
in need, maintain our building, appreciate our staff, and more.
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CORONAVIRUS BUILDING UPDATE
As of July 1, 2020, Session approved limited committee meetings taking place in the FPC building.
The recommendation is to remain with ZOOM/online meetings when possible and only do necessary
business at the church.
*The following rules MUST be followed:
•

Meetings of 10 or less is still the rule for groups coming into the church.

•

All meetings must be scheduled through the church office.

•

Meetings will take place in the multipurpose room (old bell choir room).

•

One person from each team must be designated to wipe down the room before and after the event.
Items to be cleaned include tables, chairs, door handles, light switches, and/or any surface that may
have been touched during the meeting. Cleaning supplies will be available in the room.

•

On arrival, participants are required to use hand sanitizer.

•

Masks must be worn while in the building.

•

Social distancing must be implemented during the meeting.

•

Participants are asked to stay in the multipurpose room and bathroom and not enter other parts of
the building unless absolutely necessary (e.g. Properties/maintenance). Please limit one person in a
bathroom at a time.

•

One person from each team must be designated to maintain an online access (e.g. ZOOM) for
whomever from the committee is not comfortable meeting in the church at this time.

•

One person from each team must submit a list of all people who gathered to the church office
immediately following the meeting.

•

No food or drink may be brought in or shared during the meeting.

•

Meetings must conclude within an hour.
*Guidelines based on CDC recommendations for Communities of Faith.
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First Presbyterian Church │ Session Minutes │ June 16, 2020
NOTE: This meeting took place via ZOOM e-conferencing.
Prayers & Devotions
• Moderator – Pastor Lindsay Conrad
• Devotions – Terry Kuechle
• Opening Prayer
• Joys & Concerns (shared at end of meeting)
For the Record
► Attendance: J. Connors, C. Koenen, R. Taylor, N.
Zallek, T. Kuechle, S. Erdahl, R. Mueller, Tom Drake,
Deacon Liaison
► Absent: B. Madsen
► Communion will continue via online church services
until further notice.
► E-vote approval for the May Session minutes.

► July meeting to be scheduled as needed.
► Request for membership by re-affirmation of faith was
received by open letter to the Session from Nora Henry;
approved.
Consent Agenda Approval – All Approved
Committee Reports
Christian Growth & Development
Communications
Deacons
Endowment
Financial Report
Personnel Request
Properties

From the Pastor
► God Doors – these will be placed outside church once again. June is PRIDE month.
► COVID-19 – reports/discussion/approval needed. Proposed protocols were discussed and approved and will be
distributed to all committees as well as anyone using the church building. Connections Ministry will also be submitting their
protocols to us. R. Taylor will inform the Presbytery of the approved information.
► Social Media Exposure – there has been some outreach activity in conjunction with our increased social media exposure
with about 20 new member prospects.
► Outdated Files – about 40 boxes of outdated paper files were taken for free shredding. S. Erdahl volunteered her time to
separate any documents to keep from those that could be shredded. B. DeVetter and crew transported.
From Communications
► New Logo – R. Mueller presented the new logo/slogan and mission statement. This was met with enthusiasm and plans
will be made to share with the congregation in the newsletter and hopefully a fall event. N. Zallek will provide a checklist for
logo updates.
► Live Streaming Status – an invoice from Intermedia Sources Group (ISG) was approved for additional equipment to
enable live streaming. This will update and expand our current video capabilities.
From Endowment
► Financial Management Company – J. Connors shared an update on committee suggestions to re-assess our current
financial management company including scheduled assessment of goals. R. Taylor will do some additional searching for
the current Endowment Fund by-laws for parameters. (2008 are the last known figures.)
From Personnel
► Church Accountant Position – T. Kuechle addressed the search for a new church accountant. An offer was made to a
possible candidate who chose to withdraw their application. Additional candidates will be interviewed; a new hire is pending.
► Outreach Position – After gathering information from Presbytery and conducting an e-conference with committee
members, the position of Director of Christian Education and Outreach including a pay package was presented to the
Session. A motion was made to approve the position. Motion approved with one vote recused (N. Zallek). Next, a motion
was made to approve Bailey DeVetter for this position. Motion approved with one vote recused (N. Zallek).
From Properties
► Sanctuary Ceiling Damage – Pastor Lindsay reported that a drainage pipe for a heat pump located in the sanctuary
ceiling burst and subsequent water leakage caused a large portion of plaster to fall on the balcony below. Bids are being
obtained to repair the damage. Session felt it was necessary to approve this expense/insurance claim as essential need.
Endowment will be approached to cover expenses.
(Continued on page 8.)
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June Session Minutes
(Continued from page 7.)
► Connection Ministry Renovations – C. Koenen reported that he met today with contractors and electricians concerning
the renovations for Connections Ministry. He is managing this project with specific code requirements in mind. Anticipated
opening date is October 1, 2020.
► RAAN Lease – R. Mueller reported on the required details in order to approve the lease agreement that was presented
at the May meeting. Lease approved with a start date of August 1, 2020.
From Worship
► Requirements for Resuming Worship – report given regarding requirements and tasks necessary to consider restarting
live worship including cleaning guidelines, CDC policies, use of pew cushions, etc. Details to be determined. Item tabled.
Motion to Adjourn
Closing Prayer
Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 6:00 pm via ZOOM if needed.

PRAYER CHAIN
All are welcome to join the email or phone Prayer
Chains to receive notice of members or friends of
members in need of prayer. Prayer requests are sent
to all on the email Prayer Chain at once, so no
forwarding or calling is necessary. Please notify Sally
Coomes at 625-9279 or scoom@hickorytech.net to
have your name added or to make a prayer request.

Welcoming One,
your warm wide arms are always open,
drawing us into your heart full of love.
Make our arms your own,
helping us see and welcome with
compassion all those we meet.
Amen.
(Prayer for Compassion Camp Week #1)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! (from L to R) Nicholas DeVetter, Nora Henry, & Kelly McBride!
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